Eleven Key Bible Passages For Understanding the Issue of
Gender Roles in Scripture

NIV

NASB

Hebrew or Greek

Key interpretation issues

Gen. 1:27 So God created man in his
own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he cre-
ated them.

Gen. 2:18 The LORD God said, “It
is not good for the man to be alone. I
will make a helper suitable for him.”

20 So the man gave names to all the
livestock, the birds of the air and all
the beasts of the field.

But for Adam no suitable helper was
found. 21 So the LORD God caused
the man to fall into a deep sleep; and
while he was sleeping, he took one of
the man’s ribs and closed up the place
with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God
made a woman from the rib he had
taken out of the man, and he brought
her to the man.

23 The man said, “This is now bone
of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she
shall be called ‘woman,” for she was
taken out of man.” 24 For this reason
a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife, and they
will become one flesh.

Gen. 1:27 And God created man in
His own image, in the image of God
He created him; male and female He
created them.

Gen. 2:18 Then the LORD God said, “It
is not good for the man to be alone; I will
make him a helper suitable for him.”

20 And the man gave names to all the
cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to
every beast of the field, but for Adam
there was not found a helper suitable
for him. 21 So the LORD God caused a
deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he
slept; then He took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesh at that place. 22 And
the LORD God fashioned into a woman
the rib which He had taken from the
man, and brought her to the man. 23
And the man said,

“This is now bone of my bones,
And flesh of my flesh;

She shall be called Woman,
Because she was taken out of Man.”

24 For this cause a man shall leave his
father and his mother, and shall cleave to
his wife; and they shall become one flesh.
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New Vision Church

In what ways do male and female
reflect the image of God?

What does ¥ (€zer, “helper”) mean
and what does it express relationally?

What, if any, is the role/relational sig-
nificance in this pre-fall account of

1) Creation order
2) Adam’s naming of Eve

3) Woman “taken out of” man



Gen. 3:8 Then the man and his wife
heard the sound of the LORD God as
he was walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and they hid from the
LORD God among the trees of the
garden. 9 But the LORD God called to
the man, “Where are you?”

10 He answered, “I heard you in the
garden, and I was afraid because I was
naked; so I hid.”

Gen. 3:16 To the woman he said, “I
will greatly increase your pains in
childbearing; with pain you will give
birth to children. Your desire will be
for your husband, and he will rule
over you.”

Gen. 4:7 If you do what is right, will
you not be accepted? But if you do not
do what is right, sin is crouching at
your door; it desires to have you, but
you must master it.”

1Cor. 11:3 Now I want you to realize
that the head of every man is Christ,
and the head of the woman is man,
and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every
man who prays or prophesies with
his head covered dishonors his head.
5 And every woman who prays or
prophesies with her head uncovered
dishonors her head — it is just as
though her head were shaved. 6If a
woman does not cover her head, she
should have her hair cut off; and if

it is a disgrace for a woman to have
her hair cut or shaved off, she should
cover her head. 7 A man ought not to
cover his head, since he is the image
and glory of God; but the woman is
the glory of man. 8 For man did not

Gen. 3:8 And they heard the sound of
the LORD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and the man and his
wife hid themselves from the presence

of the LORD God among the trees of the
garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to
the man, and said to him, “Where are
you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound
of Thee in the garden, and I was afraid
because I was naked; so I hid myself.”

Gen. 3:16 To the woman He said,
“I will greatly multiply
Your pain in childbirth,
In pain you shall bring forth children;
Yet your desire shall be for your husband,
And he shall rule over you.”

Gen. 4:7 “If you do well, will not your
countenance be lifted up? And if you
do not do well, sin is crouching at the
door; and its desire is for you, but you
must master it.”

1Cor. 11:3 But I want you to understand
that Christ is the head of every man,
and the man is the head of a woman,
and God is the head of Christ. 4 Every
man who has something on his head
while praying or prophesying, disgraces
his head. 5 But every woman who has
her head uncovered while praying or
prophesying, disgraces her head; for
she is one and the same with her whose
head is shaved. 6 For if a woman does
not cover her head, let her also have her
hair cut off; but if it is disgraceful for a
woman to have her hair cut off or her
head shaved, let her cover her head. 7
For a man ought not to have his head
covered, since he is the image and glory
of God; but the woman is the glory of
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Is there significance in the Lord’s ad-
dressing the man of the couple when
the same passage indicates the woman
sinned first?

What does '[ngwn (t°SGqgatek, “de-
sire”) mean? Sexual desire, desire to
control, turning to? How is this a part
of the curse?

How does this use of 021N
(tSqatek, “desire”) shed light (if at
all) on the meaning fifteen verses
earlier (3:16)?

What does keadn (kephale, “head”)
mean? Does it mean leader/ authority,
source, first in a series?

Are the parts about headcoverings
culturally particular, meant only for
that time and setting, or are they to be
generally applied?

Is the man the image and glory of God
in a different sense than the woman
is? How does this fit with Gen. 1:27?

How is the woman the glory of man?

What is the import of the “for” in vs. 8



come from woman, but woman from
man; 9 neither was man created for
woman, but woman for man. 10 For
this reason, and because of the angels,
the woman ought to have a sign of
authority on her head.

11 In the Lord, however, woman

is not independent of man, nor is
man independent of woman. 12 For
as woman came from man, so also
man is born of woman. But every-
thing comes from God. 13 Judge for
yourselves: Is it proper for a woman
to pray to God with her head uncov-
ered? 14 Does not the very nature

of things teach you that if a man has
long hair, it is a disgrace to him, 15
but that if a woman has long hair, it is
her glory? For long hair is given to her
as a covering. 16 If anyone wants to
be contentious about this, we have no
other practice — nor do the churches
of God.

1Cor. 14:29 Two or three prophets
should speak, and the others should
weigh carefully what is said. 30 And
if a revelation comes to someone

who is sitting down, the first speaker
should stop. 31 For you can all proph-
esy in turn so that everyone may be
instructed and encouraged. 32 The
spirits of prophets are subject to the
control of prophets. 33 For God is not
a God of disorder but of peace.

As in all the congregations of the
saints, 34 women should remain
silent in the churches. They are not
allowed to speak, but must be in
submission, as the Law says. 35 If
they want to inquire about something,
they should ask their own husbands
at home; for it is disgraceful for a
woman to speak in the church.

man. 8 For man does not originate from
woman, but woman from man; 9 for in-
deed man was not created for the wom-
an’s sake, but woman for the man’s
sake. 10 Therefore the woman ought to
have a symbol of authority on her head,
because of the angels. 11 However, in
the Lord, neither is woman independ-
ent of man, nor is man independent of
woman. 12 For as the woman originates
from the man, so also the man has his
birth through the woman; and all things
originate from God. 13 Judge for your-
selves: is it proper for a woman to pray
to God with head uncovered? 14 Does
not even nature itself teach you that if
aman has long hair, it is a dishonor to
him, 15 but if a woman has long hair, it
is a glory to her? For her hair is given

to her for a covering. 16 But if one is
inclined to be contentious, we have no
other practice, nor have the churches of
God.

1Cor. 14:29 And let two or three
prophets speak, and let the others
pass judgment. 30 But if a revelation
is made to another who is seated, let
the first keep silent. 31 For you can all
prophesy one by one, so that all may
learn and all may be exhorted; 32 and
the spirits of prophets are subject to
prophets; 33 for God is not a God of
confusion but of peace, as in all the
churches of the saints.

34 Let the women keep silent in the
churches; for they are not permitted
to speak, but let them subject them-
selves, just as the Law also says. 35
And if they desire to learn anything,
let them ask their own husbands at
home; for it is improper for a woman
to speak in church. 36 Was it from you
that the word of God first went forth?
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and the order/manner of the creation
of man and woman?

“Because of the angels”?

What is the implication of a “sign of
authority”?

Does “as in all the congregations”
go with the preceding or with what
comes after?

What does cryatwoav (sigatdosan, ”si-
lent”) mean? What does Aaleiv (lalein,
“speak”) mean?

Is the prohibition universal or condi-
tional (only given with a particular
abuse in mind)? Is this a cultural arte-
fact, or is it meant for all times?



36 Did the word of God originate with
you? Or are you the only people it has
reached? 37 If anybody thinks he is a
prophet or spiritually gifted, let him
acknowledge that what I am writing

to you is the Lord’s command. 38 If he
ignores this, he himself will be ignored.

Gal. 3:26 You are all sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for
all of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29
If you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham'’s seed, and heirs according
to the promise.

Eph. 5:21 Submit to one another out
of reverence for Christ.

22 Wives, submit to your husbands
as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is
the head of the wife as Christ is the
head of the church, his body, of which
he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church
submits to Christ, so also wives
should submit to their husbands in
everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just
as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her 26 to make her
holy, cleansing her by the washing
with water through the word, 27 and
to present her to himself as a radi-

ant church, without stain or wrinkle
or any other blemish, but holy and
blameless. 28 In this same way,
husbands ought to love their wives as
their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one
ever hated his own body, but he feeds

Or has it come to you only?

37 If anyone thinks he is a prophet
or spiritual, let him recognize that
the things which I write to you are
the Lord’s commandment. 38 But if
anyone does not recognize this, he is
not recognized.

Gal. 3:26 For you are all sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all
of you who were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free man, there is nei-
ther male nor female; for you are all one
in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham'’s off-
spring, heirs according to promise.

Eph. 5:21 and be subject to one an-
other in the fear of Christ.

22 Wives, be subject to your own
husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the
husband is the head of the wife, as
Christ also is the head of the church, He
Himself being the Savior of the body.
24 But as the church is subject to Christ,
so also the wives ought to be to their
husbands in everything. 25 Husbands,
love your wives, just as Christ also
loved the church and gave Himself up
for her; 26 that He might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the washing of
water with the word, 27 that He might
present to Himself the church in all her
glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any
such thing; but that she should be holy
and blameless. 28 So husbands ought
also to love their own wives as their
own bodies. He who loves his own
wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as Christ also does the
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What is the intended scope of “neither
Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male
nor female”? In what spheres and
activities are members of the relative
pairs equivalent?

What is the meaning of YmotocG0-
uevot (hupotassomenoi, “submit”)?

What is the relation of the verb submit
in vs. 21 with the three following
sections (wives/husbands; children/
parents; slaves/masters).

How does the “one another” of vs. 21
relate to the following passages that
seem to imply a nonreciprocal appli-
cation?

What does xegodn (kephale, “head”)
mean? Does it mean leader/author-
ity, source, first in a series? Does it, or
does it not, imply authority?

What is the meaning of &yandte (aga-
pate, “love”)?

What is the import of “as Christ”
applied to the idea of “head” for the
husband? As applied to the husband’s
love? What is the import of “as the
church” applied to the wife’s submis-



and cares for it, just as Christ does the
church — 30 for we are members of
his body. 31 “For this reason a man
will leave his father and mother and
be united to his wife, and the two
will become one flesh.” 32 This is a
profound mystery — but I am talk-
ing about Christ and the church. 33
However, each one of you also must
love his wife as he loves himself, and
the wife must respect her husband.

Col. 3:18 Wives, submit to your hus-
bands, as is fitting in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives and
do not be harsh with them.

20 Children, obey your parents in
everything, for this pleases the Lord.

1Tim. 2:9 I also want women to dress
modestly, with decency and propriety,
not with braided hair or gold or pearls
or expensive clothes, 10 but with
good deeds, appropriate for women
who profess to worship God.

11 A woman should learn in quiet-
ness and full submission. 12 I do not
permit a woman to teach or to have
authority over a man; she must be
silent. 13 For Adam was formed first,
then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the
one deceived; it was the woman who
was deceived and became a sinner.
15 But women will be saved through
childbearing — if they continue in
faith, love and holiness with propriety.

1Pet. 3:1 Wives, in the same way

be submissive to your husbands so
that, if any of them do not believe the
word, they may be won over with-
out words by the behavior of their

church, 30 because we are members of
His body. 31 FOR THIS CAUSE A MAN
SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND
MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE TO
HIS WIFE; AND THE TWO SHALL BE-
COME ONE FLESH. 32 This mystery is
great; but I am speaking with reference
to Christ and the church. 33 Neverthe-
less let each individual among you also
love his own wife even as himself; and
let the wife see to it that she respect her
husband.

Col. 3:18 Wives, be subject to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19
Husbands, love your wives, and do
not be embittered against them. 20
Children, be obedient to your parents
in all things, for this is well-pleasing
to the Lord.

1Tim. 2:9 Likewise, I want women to
adorn themselves with proper clothing,
modestly and discreetly, not with braided
hair and gold or pearls or costly gar-
ments; 10 but rather by means of good
works, as befits women making a claim to
godliness. 11 Let a woman quietly receive
instruction with entire submissiveness.

12 ButI do not allow a woman to teach

or exercise authority over a man, but to
remain quiet. 13 For it was Adam who
was first created, and then Eve. 14 And

it was not Adam who was deceived, but
the woman being quite deceived, fell into
transgression. 15 But women shall be
preserved through the bearing of children
if they continue in faith and love and
sanctity with self-restraint.

1Pet. 3:1 In the same way, you wives,
be submissive to your own husbands
so that even if any of them are disobe-
dient to the word, they may be won
without a word by the behavior of
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sion to her husband?

Are the love...submit commands
mutual/reciprocal / interchangeable or
given uniquely to the different gen-
ders in the partnership?

“Submit” and “love” again.

Submission again.

What does novyia (hesychia, “quiet-

ness,” “silent”) mean?

Is verse 12 a culturally conditioned
verse, or is it meant to be universally
applied? Are there hints in the text?

Does “I do not...” imply an aside per-
sonal to Paul, not meant to be taken as
direction from the Lord?

What does a00evtelv (authentein,
“authority”) mean? How is it coupled
with “teach”?

What is the import of the “for” in vs.
13 and the order of creation and fall of
man and woman?

In what sense are women “saved
through childbearing”?

Submission again.



wives, 2 when they see the purity

and reverence of your lives. 3 Your
beauty should not come from outward
adornment, such as braided hair and
the wearing of gold jewelry and fine
clothes. 4 Instead, it should be that of
your inner self, the unfading beauty
of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of
great worth in God’s sight. 5 For this
is the way the holy women of the past
who put their hope in God used to
make themselves beautiful. They were
submissive to their own husbands, 6
like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and
called him her master. You are her
daughters if you do what is right and
do not give way to fear.

7 Husbands, in the same way be
considerate as you live with your
wives, and treat them with respect as
the weaker partner and as heirs with
you of the gracious gift of life, so that
nothing will hinder your prayers.

Scripture quoted by permission. Quotations
designated (NIV) are from THE HOLY BIBLE:
NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION (NIV).
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International
Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan
Publishing House. All rights reserved.

their wives, 2 as they observe your
chaste and respectful behavior. 3 And
let not your adornment be merely
external — braiding the hair, and
wearing gold jewelry, or putting on
dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden
person of the heart, with the imper-
ishable quality of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which is precious in the sight of
God. 5 For in this way in former times
the holy women also, who hoped in
God, used to adorn themselves, being
submissive to their own husbands. 6
Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling
him lord, and you have become her
children if you do what is right with-
out being frightened by any fear.

7 You husbands likewise, live with
your wives in an understanding way,
as with a weaker vessel, since she is
a woman; and grant her honor as a
fellow heir of the grace of life, so that
your prayers may not be hindered.
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T, 2 EMOTTEVOUVIEG TNV £V PO

B Gyviv Gvacstpoeny dudv. 3 v
£6T® 0VY 0 EEMBEY EUmAOKTC TPLXDV
KOl TEPLOEGEMS XPLGIOV 1 EVEVCEMG
Wotiov k0opog 4 AL O KpLTTOG
THG Kapdiog AvOp®Tog €V 1@
APOEPT® TOD TPUEMS KOl HoVYI0V
TVEVUOLTOG, O €6TLV EVOTIOV TOD
0e00 mOAVTEAEG. 5 0VTOC Ydp TOTE
Kol ol Grytoit yuvaikeg ot EAtifovoat
€1¢ 00V £KOOUOVY EQVTAG VTTO-
Tooooueval Toig 1dioig avdpaocty, 6
®¢ Tappo VENKOVGEY TR APpady
KVPLov odTOV KoAoDo o, Mg éyevi
onte Tékva AyoBoTol0Vo oL KO U
@opovuevor undepioy Ttonowv. 7
O1 &vépeg OUOimMG, GVVOIKODVTEG
KOUTO YVAGIV OG ACOEVEGTEP®D GKEV
€1 TG YUVUIKELD, ATOVELOVTEG TNV
®¢ KOl GVYKANPOVOUOLS XAPLTOG
Cofig €ig 10 un €ykdntecOHal TOG
TPOCELYOG VUDV.

Is the admonition that beauty spring
from a “gentle and quiet spirit” God’s
standard universally or merely a
relfection of the preferences found in a
snapshot of a cultural point in time?

What is the intent of kvprov (kyrion,
“master”)?

Why is “fear” introduced?

What is the importance of yv@doiv
(gnosin, “considerate”)?

In what sense is the wife the “weaker
partner”?

What is the implication of “heirs with
you”?



